World's First 100% Biodiesel Jet Flight
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Any long time readers of TreeHugger will no doubt be aware that there are significant
concerns about the rising emissions from the aviation industry. We've even seen calls
from some for cigarette-style warnings on advertising for flights and foreign holidays
(as well as other carbon intensive products and services). However, we have also seen
some early signs of the potential for greener flying, including Auckland Airport landing
Jumbos in idle to save fuel, and claims by EasyJet that they can build a plane with 50%
lower emissions (claims that were met with scepticism by our very own John Laumer).
There has also been a considerable amount of work going into biofuels for planes,

whether it's Virgin's mysterious non-ethanol fuel, or CFM International's tests of 30%

vegetable oil methyl ester, and 70% Jet-A1 fuel. Until now, however, there had been no

reports of anyone flying a jet plane using 100% biofuel. We repeat, until now

According to Green Flight International, an organization set up specifically to explore

fuel options for greener flying, and Biodiesel Solutions, the producers of a farm- and

community-scale biodiesel conversion module. the two organizations have just

completed a test flight using 100% biodiesel:

Aviation history was made earlier this week in the high desert at the Reno-Stead
Airport when an L-29 military aircraft piloted by Carol Sugars and Douglas
Rodante succeeded in completing the world's first jet flight powered solely by 100%
biodiesel fuel. The Czechoslovakian-made aircraft is rated to fly on a variety of fuels
including heating oil, making it the preferred platform for testing biodiesel in jet

engines.

The experimental test flights were conducted starting with a blend of jet fuel and
biodiesel. The engine data was measured and the performance was evaluated and
found acceptable for continued use, eventually resulting in the landmark flight
using 100% renewable biodiesel fuel. According to Chief Pilot Carol Sugars who
wrote and conducted the test program, "As we gradually increased the amount of
biodiesel in the fuel blend, the data confirmed that the aircraft continued to
perform well, giving me the confidence to transition to 100% biodiesel." Flight tests
were conducted up to an altitude of 17,000 feet showing no significant difference in

performance compared to conventional jet fuel.

2.

10

ROCKETLAWYER.
-

Legal Made Simple

Jos [

Incorporation and
custom legal
documents.

GET STARTED |

. Why old-school cell phones are making a

comeback

How to get killed on a bike: Your chances are
best on an urban arterial road, getting hit
from behind.

. Google unveils its designs for a self-driving

car, and it will change our cities and suburbs

.32 Companion plants to grow with your

peppers

. 6 DIY electric bike conversion tips and

insights

. Dr. Gabriel Cousens on Curing Diabetes with

Raw Food and on Why Going Vegan Makes
Sense

. E-Waste in India To Rise 500% by 2020
. Electric cars are selling much better than

hybrids did

. United Nations Environment Programme

announces the 2014 theme of World
Environment Day

8 Homemade Salt and Sugar Body Scrubs


http://www.treehugger.com/
http://www.treehugger.com/design/
http://www.treehugger.com/technology/
http://www.treehugger.com/transportation/
http://www.treehugger.com/science/
http://www.treehugger.com/business/
http://www.treehugger.com/living/
http://www.treehugger.com/energy/
http://www.treehugger.com/slideshows/
http://www.treehugger.com/social/
http://www.treehugger.com/author/sami-grover/
http://www.treehugger.com/author/sami-grover/
https://twitter.com/samigrover
http://www.treehugger.com/transportation/
http://www.treehugger.com/aviation/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.treehugger.com/aviation/worlds-first-100-biodiesel-jet-flight.html
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/04/jeremy_leggett.php
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/04/aviation_ads_to.php
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/04/jumbos_landing.php
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/06/building_green_17.php
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/04/biofuels_for_jet_planes_branson.php
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/06/30_biofuel_test.php
http://www.greenflightinternational.com/
http://www.biodieselsolutions.com/
http://www.greenflightinternational.com/pr.htm
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3f5e/c/1fe/%2a/l;282170899;0-0;0;108961272;4307-300/250;58188394/58077507/1;u=xb.AAXbk6p3KRTHZwsk206wZYrU7eX8du4iMFPFUrBBK-Gl9X7Ef7pFrwXMlBAlesmaSH7NTUkpTvGE;~sscs=%3fhttp://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8PO4z8KGU4f9AZTi6gGivoCQB83xvvEEvdCG1yPAjbcBEAEgAFCAx-HEBGDJtrGH3KPcEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi0xMDU1MDczNDgwODE4ODExyAEJ4AIAqAMBqgSwAU_QToV0a2XLhyLjSkQ1YClTJqw86gU3bv5wGmxTM-W51nqfqfKBegmNL0QdomhxIVCSgWdz96mS9VNRsEnJC62tn-PJZUC1IiX9t_mA6qplPxaiARChFbXNywZ-HHdhiWSHWXxsWYk1UvPG8R-4buX57fhfYEY_XpJgZFOdzMBa1ig2AYG0RVi1t2tU7lHFThw4w-JAV6gkKWFexQ8Wf0cyE8UexWzo9t0Dovude0Uf4AQBgAan_Zv6nI7_iOMBoAYh&num=1&sig=AOD64_07oP6le7orXm4HKT92EZMNN8pT4g&client=ca-pub-1055073480818811&adurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.rocketlawyer.com/%3Futm_source%3D1130
http://www.treehugger.com/gadgets/why-old-school-cell-phones-are-making-comeback.html
http://www.treehugger.com/bikes/how-get-killed-bike-your-chances-are-best-urban-arterial-road-getting-hit-behind.html
http://www.treehugger.com/urban-design/google-unveils-its-designs-self-driving-car-built-ground.html
http://www.treehugger.com/lawn-garden/companion-plants-grow-your-peppers.html
http://www.treehugger.com/bikes/6-DIY-electric-bike-conversion-tips.html
http://www.treehugger.com/culture/dr-gabriel-cousens-on-curing-diabetes-with-raw-food-and-on-why-going-vegan-makes-sense.html
http://www.treehugger.com/clean-technology/e-waste-in-india-to-rise-500-by-2020.html
http://www.treehugger.com/cars/electric-cars-are-selling-much-better-hydrids-did.html
http://www.treehugger.com/climate-change/united-nation-environment-programme-announces-2014-theme-world-environment-day.html
http://www.treehugger.com/organic-beauty/8-homemade-salt-and-sugar-body-scrubs.html

It doesn't end there, however, as Green Flight International's home page boldly Multifunction and multi-

announces that they are planning a record breaking, around-the-world flight powered user desk is shared by
by biofuel. No further details are available at this time, but we will keep our ear to the people and cats
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